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THE EGYPTIAN EXPEDITION 
1916-1919 



NOTE 

IT proved impossible during the period 
of the war, with the greatly reduced per- 
sonnel of the staff of the Expedition and 
the manifold requirements of the work it- 
self, to render reports covering all sides of 
the Expedition's activities. The last re- 
port to appear was that on the Museum's 
work at Thebes during the season of 1916- 
17, issued as a Supplement to the Bulletin 
for March, 19 18. The present report 
takes up the story at that point and covers 
the major part of the work accomplished 
down to the end of the season of 1918-19. 
Further reports soon to be published will 
describe the later phases of the excavations, 



including the season of 1919-20 just con- 
cluded. 

In the present report are included: 

1. Excavations conducted on the Pyra- 
mid of Sesostris I and its adjacent ceme- 
tery, at Lisht, during a part of each of the 
two seasons of 1916-17 and 1917-18, by 
Ambrose Lansing. 

2. Excavations in the Asasif, at Thebes, 
in 1918-19, by Ambrose Lansing. 

3. The work of the Robb de Peyster 
Tytus Memorial Fund, in the investiga- 
tion and publication of Theban tombs, by 
Norman de Garis Davies. 

4. Investigations in the history of the 
Monasteries of the Wadi Natrun, by Hugh 
G. Evelyn White. A. M. L. 



I. EXCAVATIONS ON THE PYRAMID OF SESOSTRIS I AT LISHT 

SEASONS OF I916-I7 AND I9I7-18 



FOLLOWING the outbreak of the war 
in 1914, the work of the Museum's Egyp- 
tian Expedition upon the pyramids of 
Amenemhat 1 and Sesostris I at Lisht 
was suspended for the time being, in view 
of more urgent reasons for continuing the 
excavations on its concessions at Thebes. 
Eventually, however, during a part of the 
two seasons from 191 6 to 191 8, the excava- 
tions at Lisht were resumed, and they form 
the subject of the present article. The 
investigations of both seasons were con- 
fined to the pyramid of Sesostris I alone 
and the cemetery surrounding it, and were 
in continuation of the program of earlier 
years upon that part of the site at Lisht. 

In the season of 1916-17, from October 
to January, the clearing of the area immedi- 
ately south of the pyramid-temple was 
undertaken, as far as the outer enclosure- 
wall; and in the following season, in March 



and April of 191 8, the excavations were 
continued still farther toward the west, 
aiming at the clearance of the inner en- 
closure-wall on the south side of the pyra- 
mid, and the exposure of the southeast 
corner of the pyramid itself (fig. 1). 

The project of clearing the large area 
south of the temple demanded the selec- 
tion of a new place for getting rid of the 
debris covering the ground to be exposed. 
While the railway was being laid above, the 
rest of the workmen were set to testing the 
"khor" or gully chosen as a dumping spot 
in the southern slope of the plateau, that 
no risk might be incurred of burying irre- 
trievably antiquities which might exist 
there. That such precautions must in- 
variably be taken was proved in the first 
hour's work by the exposure of the re- 
mains of a brick mastaba in the khor. 
Little, to be sure, remained of the super- 



